
Aberdeen Christmas Village 2019: 
Christmas in the Quad Market 
Stall Hire Opportunity for Local Businesses 

 
 

Applications for stall spaces at Aberdeen Christmas Village 2019 are now open for local arts, 
crafts and gourmet pre-packaged produce makers to showcase their wares at this exciting, 
high profile and busy festive event in the heart of Aberdeen.  

 
About the Event  

Now running for the third year on Broad Street, 
Aberdeen Christmas Village is a well-established 
and much anticipated event for residents and 
visitors alike, featuring an open-air ice rink, festive 
food and drink and an assortment of fairground 
rides and attractions. The Christmas in the Quad 
outdoor market, situated within Marischal College 
Quadrangle, was launched last year and saw great 
success with thousands of visitors over the five-
week run.  

Building on the success of last year, the Christmas 
in the Quad market for 2019 will feature more 
stalls, extended opening hours, an alternative 
layout and outdoor seating to encourage increased 
dwell time in the area.  

 
Dates and Times of Event  

The Christmas in the Quad market will run Thursday – Sunday, with set-up taking place during the day 
on Thursdays and dismantle taking place Sunday evening after closing. Stallholders are asked to attend 
for the full duration of the specified 4-day period, in order to maximise the opportunity and avoid 
scheduling empty stalls, ensuring an atmospheric, vibrant event for all.  

Slots Available:  

o Weekend 1: Thursday 21 - Sunday 24 November  
o Weekend 2: Thursday 28 November - Sunday 1 December  
o Weekend 3: Thursday 5 - Sunday 8 December  
o Weekend 4: Thursday 12 - Sunday 15 December  
o Weekend 5: Thursday 19 - Sunday 22 December  

 
Note: Repeat attendance may be possible dependent on stall availability if stallholders wish to attend for 
more than one long weekend. Stallholders can specify their availability in our online application form 
and also specify their preference(s) of weekend.  

 
Market Opening Hours:  
 

Public opening hours will be during peak times as noted below. Stallholders are asked to attend for the 
full duration of opening hours to avoid empty or closed stalls:  
 

o Thursday 4pm-8pm 
o Friday 12pm-8pm 
o Saturday 11am-8pm 
o Sunday 11am-6pm *  

 



* Exception on Sunday 24th November which is the official Aberdeen Christmas Light Switch On/Parade 
– on this date we ask for stall holders to remain open until 8pm as this is the busiest night of the run for 
Aberdeen Christmas Village and logistically due to road closures etc. dismantle/departure before this 
time is problematic.    
 

Stall Information  

Stallholders will hire an individual festive Chalet which will be positioned outside within the Marischal 
Collage Quadrangle area.  

• 2m x 3m internal space 

• Spacious 3m wide front counter to display 
products 

• External decoration and internal lighting 
provided (as pictured right) 

• Additional 2 x 13amp sockets for use by 
stallholder  

• Secure location – chalets are individually 
lockable (padlock to be provided by 
stallholder) and the area will be secured 
overnight by onsite facilities team 

• Clear signage/signposting of the area to 
direct the public into the event space 

• Hot food offering is not permitted – any food must be cold and pre-packaged  

• Only closed bottles sales of alcohol are permitted – all bars on site will be run by our operational 
partners.  

• Due to access limitations of the space, stallholders are not able to provide their own stand/van and 
must make use of the provided chalet 

• As the chalets will be situated outside in the elements, we recommend stallholders consider 
appropriate clothing and footwear for cold weather 

• Heaters will not be provided but stallholders are welcome to bring their own plug in heater to a 
maximum of 2Kw. This will be monitored closely by onsite team as overloading of power can affect 
overall event supply.   

 
Event Charge  

After an initial trial year where local businesses were offered stalls at no cost, a charge has been 
introduced for 2019 to support the set-up and running cost of the event. This charge is in line with 
similar events and offers fantastic value for local businesses.  

Stall hire for a 4-day period (as per the dates and times listed above) will be charged at £100 + VAT with 
this fee payable on invoice which will be issued once your slot has been confirmed and accepted. 
Payment will be due within 21 days of invoice. Slots will be offered from September 2019 onwards and 
once paid, hire fees are non-refundable. Payments can be made via BACS or cheque; unfortunately, we 
are not able to accept card payments.  

 
Access, Set-Up and Parking 

Access for unloading for the event will be at the loading bay located beside the Marischal College Car 
park, accessed from Queen Street. From this area, Marischal College Quad is accessed via a staircase. 
We appreciate this is not ideal for unloading heavier items, however this is a limitation of the event 
space and we suggest stallholders bring adequate manpower to unload their stock as unfortunately 
support from event staff will not be available.  

Parking is not available in this area and once unloaded, vehicles will need to be removed.  

 



Set Up Hours: (Thursdays) 10am-4pm 
 
Stallholder Access Pre-opening (Friday, Saturday and Sundays): 1 hour before public opening hours as 
specified above.  
 
Stallholder Dismantle Hours (Sundays): 6pm-8pm* 
 
*Exception on Sunday 24th November for official Aberdeen Christmas Light Switch On/Parade – on this 
date we ask for stallholders to remain open until 8pm as this is the busiest night of the run for Aberdeen 
Christmas Village – dismantle will be from 8pm-10pm.   
 
The glass doors within Marischal College will remain closed out-with the public opening hours of the 

event, so stallholders will enter and exit through the back stairwell as described above.  

 
Stallholder Requirements  

Each stall is required to have their own Public and Products Liability Insurance cover, without which we 
cannot allow traders to operate in our market. Stallholders will be asked to provide a copy of this 
insurance document in advance of the event.  

Any stallholder selling alcohol is required to apply for an occasional alcohol license a copy of which must 
be provided to organisers in advance of the event. Only closed bottle sales will be permitted at this 
event.  

Any food businesses must be registered with the local authority and Aberdeen Inspired will be working 
closely with Environmental Health at Aberdeen City Council as stallholders are confirmed.   

 
Marketing and Promotion  

The Aberdeen Christmas Village and wider Winter Festival 
marketing strategy is still under discussion, but we can 
confirm the event will be promoted widely around the city 
through various methods.  

The Christmas in the Quad market will have a dedicated 
web page within the Aberdeen Christmas Village website, 
and all stallholders will be listed here including links to 
websites/social channels as provided. Aberdeen Inspired 
will also offer significant coverage via their own social 
media channels during the live event as well as press 
activity during the run.  

We will provide stallholders with a social media promo pack 
featuring key logos and visuals to help with stallholder’s 
own promotion of their attendance at the event.  

 
Booking Information  

If you are interested in applying for a stall, please submit your details using our online form at:  

https://forms.gle/E1zxTzWBWaSabP1z9   

Successful applicants will be contacted from mid-September 2019 onwards to be offered a slot.  

If you have any queries not answered by this document, please feel free to contact the event organiser 
Kate by emailing kate.timperley@aberdeeninspired.com or calling 01224 566 291. 

https://forms.gle/E1zxTzWBWaSabP1z9
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